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is idle to attempt to restore it by telling men that
authority is a good and necessary thing. It must be
won back, not simply claimed. It must be regained,
when forfeited, by the means by which it was origin-
ally gained. And the strange phenomenon was
obviously present to his clear and candid mind,
though he treated it as one which is disappearing,
and must at length pass away, that precisely here
in England, where the only religious authority he
recognises has been thrown off, the hold of religion
on public interest is most effective and most obsti-
nately tenacious.

What is the history of this ? What is the explana-
tion of it? Why is it that where "authority," as he
understands it, has been longest paramount and
undisputed, the public place and public force of
religion have most disappeared; and that a "dozen
men taken at random in the streets " of London find
it easier, with all their various sects, to work together
on a religious basis than a dozen men taken at
random from the streets of Catholic Paris or Rome ?
Indeed, the public feeling towards himself, expressed
in so many ways in the last few weeks, might suggest
a question not undeserving of his thoughts. The
mass of Englishmen are notoriously anti-Popish and
anti-Roman. Their antipathies on this subject are
profound, and not always reasonable. They cer-
tainly do not here halt between two opinions, or
think that one creed is as good as another. What
is it which has made so many of them, still retaining